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ISIS has three primary access mechanisms: 
Name What’s it for? How does it work? When am I likely to 

get the beamtime? 
 

Comments 

Direct 
Access 

 
  
 

All types of ISIS 
experiments 

Submit a proposal for 16 
April or 16 October 
deadlines 

Normally 3-8 months after 
proposal submission 

Discussion with ISIS 
scientist strongly 
advised before 
proposal 
submission. 

Rapid  
Access 
 
 
  

When beamtime is 
required more rapidly 
than is possible with Direct 
Access.  

Submit a proposal any 
time 

Normally 2 weeks – 2 
months after proposal 
submission 

Discussion with ISIS 
scientist is essential 
before proposal 
submission. 

Xpress 
Access 
 
 
  

A small amount of 
beamtime (not a full 
experiment).  Must be a 
very simple measurement. 

Submit a very short 
proposal any time 

Data likely to be available 
from 1 week to a few 
weeks after submission. 

Discussion with ISIS 
scientist is essential 
before proposal 
submission. 

 



ISIS has three primary access mechanisms: 

Direct Access:  
• 2 calls per year, fixed deadline  
• 500 – 600 proposals per call  
• reviewed at 2-day peer-review meetings 

 
Rapid Access 
• Proposals can be submitted at any time 
• Currently around 30 proposals per year, but we are wanting to encourage more, 

and to be more flexible in allowing proposals at any time 
• Reviewed by peer-review panel members by email as proposals are received 

 
Express Access 
• Requests can be submitted at any time 
• Requires a short description, not a full proposal 
• For short amounts of beamtime – a few hours – for a single crystal structure, or 

to complete an experiment, or test a sample before full beamtime 
• Users can send in a sample – they don’t have to come 
• Currently 200 per year and increasing 



Decision chart for 
which ISIS access 
mechanism to use 



Industry Access 

• Industry can apply for time with an academic partner through 
Direct/Rapid/Express routes. We get around 130 proposals per year with 
strong academic links 

 
• Industry can buy time directly.  Very small use (a handful of experiments 

per year) 
 

• We also have a dedicated scheme called the ISIS Collaborative R&D 
scheme. This is a route tailored for industry.   

• The approval process includes economic as well as technical assessment 
• Approved proposals are covered by an agreement between ISIS and the 

company 
• The company can decide after the experiment whether they will publish 

the work (no fee) or keep it confidential (they pay for the beamtime) 
• Very successful scheme – provides a low-risk route for industrial access 
• 22 companies have used it since it started 3 years ago. 
 



Proposal Evaluation 

• ISIS has 7 ‘Facility Access Panels’ (FAPs) which meet a few weeks after the 
proposal deadline to review proposals 

 
• FAPs are subject-related: 

• Crystallography 
• Disordered Materials 
• Large Scale Structures 
• Excitations 
• Molecular Spectroscopy 
• Muons 
• Engineering 

 
• FAPs are composed of 7-10 international experts, plus facility 

representatives who give technical advice 



User Funding 

• UK users get T&S costs paid, plus can apply for 
consumables funding up to a certain limit 

• Users from some partner countries get T&S costs paid as 
part of the ISIS agreement with that country 

• EU users get T&S paid through our Access contracts (but 
very limited funding and very oversubscribed) 

• No other users get paid T&S. 
 

ISIS Staff Access 

• There is no top-sliced or special beamtime for ISIS staff 
• All staff apply through the proposal routes the same as 

external users.  
• Staff proposals are reviewed by Facility Access Panels the 

same as user proposals 



Electronic Systems for users 
• Proposal system – for submission of direct, rapid and Xpress proposals 
• Visits system – for arranging a visit to ISIS – accommodation, taxis, etc 
• ERA system – for submitting and Experiment Risk Assessment 
• Safety test – for completing the ISIS safety test online before arrival 
• Safety information – to be read before arrival 
• Access to data – ISIS data catalogue 

https://users.facilities.rl.ac.uk/ 



Proposal System: 



Visits System: 



Experiment Risk Assessment System: 



TopCat System for data access: 



Visits bookings, ISIS beam status 
available on mobile: 
 
https://m.facilities.rl.ac.uk 
 



Externally-facing systems for users supported by a wide range of systems for 
staff to use, e.g. 
 
• System for dealing with proposals 
• System for managing peer-review process 
• Scheduling system, allowing scientists to schedule approved experiments, 

book sample environment equipment, etc.  System emails users 
automatically to confirm experiment dates and details. 

• Systems for producing statistics and management information 

ISIS internal electronic systems 
 


